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What was Rabbi Akiva's origin? The Sages said, He was 40 years old and had not studied

anything. Once he was standing next to a well. He said, Who hollowed out this stone?” They
said to him, “Was it not the water that drips upon it constantly every day?" They said to him,
“Akiva, have you never read the verse, Stones are worn away by water (Job 14:19)> Immediately Rabbi
Akiva thought of a kal va-chomer argument regarding himself: “If something soft can sculpt
something hard, then words of Torah, which are hard as iron, are all the moreso capable of
hollowing out my heart, which is flesh and blood.” Immediately he turned away to learn Torah.
He went with his son, and they sat before the teachers of schoolchildren. Rabbi Akiva said to the
teacher, "My master, teach me Torah.” Rabbi Akiva held one end of the tablet and his sone held
an end of the tablet. The teacher wrote out 2 ...N for him and he learned it. N ...X and he learned
it. The Book of Leviticus, and he learned it. Rabbi Akiva continued learning until he had learned
the whole Torah in its entirety.
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He went and sat before Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua. He said to them, “My masters! Reveal

to me the Mishnah's reasoning.” Once they told him one halakhah, he went and sat by himself.
He said, “Why was this X written? Why was this 2 written? Why was this matter stated?> He went
back asked them and brought them to a standstill with his words.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says, | will offer you a parable: to what is this comparable? To a

stonecutter who was quarrying in the mountains. Once, he took his ax in hand and went and sat
on the mountain, and he was dislodging small pebbles from it. People came and said to him,
"What are you doing?" He said to them, "l am uprooting this mountain and casting it into the
Jordan River.” They replied to him, “You cannot uproot the whole mountain!” Nevertheless, he
persisted quarrying until he reached a huge slab of rock. He got under it, detached it and
uprooted it, and cast it into the Jordan, saying to it, “This is not your place. Rather, that is your
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place.” This is what Rabbi Akiva did to Rabbi Eliezer and to Rabbi Yehoshua.
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Rabbi Tarfon said to Rabbi Akiva, “Akiva, about you Scripture states, From the waters of the deep were

barnessed rivers, bringing secret things into the light (Job 28:11). Things that were concealed from people,
Rabbi Akiva has brought out into the light.
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Each and every day, Rabbi Akiva would bring a bundle of twigs. Half he would sell to sustain

himself and half he would use. His neighbors confronted him and told him, “Akiva, you are
destroying us with the smoke! Sell the twigs to us, buy oil with the money, and study by the light
of a lamp.” Rabbi Akiva told them, "l make many uses of the twigs: one, | learn by their light,

two, | warm myself opposite them, and three, | sleep on them.”
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This is destined to condemn all poor people in judgment. For if [the heavenly court] says to

them, "Why did you not learn?” and they answer, “Because we were poor,” the prosecutors will
respond to them, But was Rabbi Akiva not extremely poor and destitute? So they will change
their argument and say, "...because of the needs of our little children!” The prosecutor will
respond, “But did Rabbi Akiva not also have sons and daughters? Rather, what the poor will say

to them is "because his wife, Rachel, was especially meritorious.”
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Rabbi Akiva went to learn Torah when he was 40 years old. At the end of 13 years he taught

Torah publicly. The Sages said, he did not depart from the world until he had tables of silver and
gold, and until he would ascend to his bed upon golden ladders. His wife would go out wearing
kardemin and a City of Gold. His students told him, “Master, because of what you have done for
her, you have shamed us.” He said to them, “She has suffered together with me through much

travail in pursuit of Torah.”
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