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the verse concludes:  ’11¥iR K¥1 11 nKTY,, — the fear of God is
[in] His storehouse. This signifies that although one might have
studied all six Orders of Mishnabh, still, the most important thing
in the eyes of the Almighty is whether he has developed within
himself a fear of God.*

The Gemara presents an alternative exposition of this verse:
x37 1% — Ravasaid:  1v7% o7 ooy nywa — When they
es'cort aperson to his final, Heavenly judgment after his death,
15 npix — [the Heavenly tribunal] says to him:  nnx nxi:
n;mx;i — Did you conduct your business transactions faith-

fully? inY oy nyap — Did you set aside fixed times for
Torah study?® a7 mmpa npoy — Did you engage in
procreation?®®  nywhy nvey — Did you wait in hope for the

Messianic salvation? maona nbobs — Did you delve into
wisdom? 127 7P 137 nian — When you learned Torah, did
you learn it deeply, and infer one thing from another?®"
371 15081 — But even so, all this is only of limited consequence;
PR iyix o o N R~ if fear of God was [this person’s]
“storehouse,” then yes, his judgment is favorable; &b X% —
and if it was not, then no, his judgment is not favorable.
Rava illustrates these ideas with an example:
ImbwY mxy oy Swn — It is analogous to a person who said

tohisagent: mbyb i ain b nbyn — “Bring for me a kor of
wheat to the attic for storage.” 1% nym 7% — [The agent]
then went and brought it up for him, % 78 — Afterwards,
[the householder] said to [the agent]: yivyin ap 2% nany
— “Did you mix for me a kav of chumiton *® into the wheat, so as
to preserve it?”’ x5 1K — [The agent], however, replied to
him: “No.” i% anx — [The householder] then said to [the
agent]: mmbyn X5 ox avm — “It would have been better,
then, had you never brought up the wheat in the first place.”’3

Having made mention of chumton’s ability to preserve wheat,
the Gemara notes a relevant point of law:
Hxynw? 221 127 x3n — The academy of R’ Yishmael taught:
12 n Y 702 1vmin 2R 078 29y — A person may mix a kav of
chumton into a kor of grain he is about to sell,""  wyhninx) —
and he need not be concerned that he has heen unfair to the
buyer. 14!

The Gemara again expounds upon the centrality of fear of God.:
R 27 12 7127 "R — Rabbah bar Rav Huna said: o7 5
71N i3 vW —~ Any person who has acquired for himself Torah
knowledge, 13 1'X) — but has not acquired for himself

NOTES

34. If one has developed a sense of fear of the Almighty, then he will
remember well the Torah that he has learned; the Torah will remain in
the “storehouse” of his mind. If he has not, then that which he has
-studied will seem of less importance to him, and he is more likely to
~forget it quickly (see Rashi; see also Megillah 6b).

'35. Since one must spend a certain amount of his time earning a
livelihood, it is imperative that he set aside fixed times during the day for
Torah study. If he does not, he is likely to find his time increasingly filled
with the demands of his work, and his day will pass without his having
studied at all (Rashi).

386, Maharsha states that the issue here is not whether the person
actually had children of his own or not. Rather, it is whether he
facilitated procreation; that is, did he help orphans [and those gen-
erally less fortunate than he] find mates and get married? (cf. Ben
Yehoyada).

37: In sum, Rava interprets the verse (Isuiah 33:6) as referring to six
things the Heavenly tribunal asks each person after his death. It asks
- him whether he dealt faithfully (nyny) in business; whether he set aside

- time (zpy) for Torah; whether he was involved in procreation (pn,

related to the concept of heirs, see above, note 31); whether he hoped for
the Salvation (ny3w?); whether he delved into wisdom (nn3n); and

whether he inferred one thing from another in Torah study (ny7). Rava
now proceeds to expound the end of the verse 17yix X1 1 Ny, fear of
God is [in] his storehouse.

[For further discussion of the questions asked by the Heavenly
tribunal, see Tosafos to Sanhedrin Th X5x i1 and Tosafos to Kiddushin
40b px . =

38. Chumiton is a type of earth with a high salt content. When mixed with
wheat, it acts as a preservative, preventing infestation of the grain
(Rashi).

39. [Without the preservative, the grain will spoil quickly. Thus, the
agent’s previous action — bringing the grain up from the storehouse —
is all but worthless. So it is with one who learns Torah but fails to
develop his sense of fear of God: He will easily forget that which he has
studied, rendering futile all the time he spent studying (see Rashi; see
above, note 34).]

40. A kav is equal to Y0 of a kor (see Rashash).

41. Le. he may sell the kor at the full price usually demanded for wheat,
even though a small percentage of the volume is actually chumton soil,
not wheat. This is not an act of fraud, because the chumton helps
preserve the grain, and is actually of benefit to the buyer (Rashi; see
Sfas Emes).



